[The intravitreal application of the tissue plasminogen activator in the treatment of submacular hemorrhage--a case report].
The authors present the possibility to influence therapeutically the submacular hemorrhage caused by age-related macular degeneration in the presence of choroidal neovascular membrane by means of recombinant plasminogen tissue activator (rt-PA) and expansive gas intravitreal injection followed by pneumatic relocation of the hemorrhage out of the foveolar region. The therapy is presented in a case report. The submacular hemorrhage without treatment causes serious decrease of visual functions. The human recombinant plasminogen tissue activator that is a glycoprotein, activating the transformation of plasminogen directly to plasmin has a trombolytic effect. Rt-PA is activated by binding to fibrin with high affinity. This minimally invasive procedure gives the possibility to treat this prognostic unfavorable finding, so after the lysis and pneumorelocation of the hemorrhage from the macular region we can treat the choroidal neovascular membrane.